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The grower meeting in Mildura sent a very 
strong message to the MVCB that we need to 
include in the budget more contingencies for 
fruit fly control in spring, as well as lifting the 
profile of the MVCB. The Board committed to 
addressing these issues and they have been 
included in the 2011/12 budget. 

It is pleasing to see that the number of growers 
attending the consultation meetings is increasing 
and is indicative of the commitment of the 
MVCB to be open to our grower input prior to 
the finalisation of the following year’s budget.

Crop forecasting is a number one plus for 
the MVCB. The commitment over the years 
to produce reliable crop forecasts has placed 
this region as the leader in the field. Riverina 
has now adopted the MVCB crop forecasting 
system and it will also be implemented in SA 
in the near future. It will ensure reliability of 
crop projections in the southern regions for 
growers, packers and exporters.

The staff of the MVCB, Hugh, Mary, Tony, 
Sue, Marian, Deb and Jill, are thanked for 
their dedication to attaining sound and 
reliable crop forecasting, financial 
management and customer service.

Over the past few months, the MVCB has 
developed the budget for the 2011/12 financial 
year, as well as finalising the crop forecasting 
projections for the current 2011/12 season.

In my time as Chairman of the MVCB, I have 
been committed to making the development 
of the budget a process that is more inclusive 
of grower input prior to its final approval. 
I can clearly remember earlier days when, 
as a grower, I attended the MVCB budget 
voting meetings, to be presented with a set of 
proposals without the ability to have any input 
to the budget – it was either a yes or a no.

In the past three years the MVCB has used 
a number of different processes for grower 
input into the budgeting process, enabling 
more inclusion of grower views for the 
following year. Grower surveys, regional 
meetings and consultation meetings have all 
assisted in this approach.

This year we set in place a two process 
system; a mail out of the draft budget for 
written comment, followed by grower meetings 
to give an update on the current budget year, 
as well as a review of the proposed 2011/12 
budget with proposed changes.

Chairman’s Report

The new citrus season has arrived and with it another set of 
challenges and good stories for us all. Common practice today is 
that growers focus on the challenges ahead for the season. However, 
we should not lose sight of the positives that the season also 
presents.

Murray Valley Citrus Board 
PO Box 1384 Mildura Victoria 3502

Telephone (03) 5051 0500
Facsimile (03) 5021 1905

Email executive@mvcitrus.org.au
Website www.mvcitrus.org.au

Jan Denham
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• Produced weekly Citrus Board News

• Produced Milestone Report 4 for IDO  
project

• Projected final report for Citrus Gall  
Wasp parasite release project

• Produced and distributed crop forecast 
booklet (monthly sizing will be continued 
until fruit is picked)

• Facilitated orchard and packing shed 
visits for Chinese, Thai and Pakistan  
delegations

• Held QFF pre-season meetings for 
growers and packers at Ellerslie, Mildura 
and Colignan

• Held BBQ and field walk on the current 
results for the Field Trials project

• Facilitated quality control course for 
packing shed staff

• Facilitated crop monitors course

• Attended Sunraysia Afourer Grower  
meeting

• Facilitated orchard visits for visiting  
researchers regarding Australian Citrus 
Dieback

• Participated in Horticultural Industry  
Network meetings and media training

• Attended the citrus promotion at   
Hanging Rock

• Attended CAL Regional Forum in Mildura

• Liaised with Vic DPI and I&I NSW re  
fruit movement under QFF outbreaks

• Updated MVCB website with QFF   
fruit movement protocols and links

• Held training sessions for fruit testing

• Conducted fruit testing for growers and 
packers

• Facilitated drought monitoring workshop

• Facilitated Exceptional Circumstances 
funding workshop for growers across all 
commodities

• Attended Citrus Australia Export Forum

• Participation in Schools First promotion 
in Melbourne - full report next issue

Mary Cannard
Industry Development Officer, MVCB

• Numerous QFF working group meetings 
on eradicating outbreaks

• National Farmers Federation with 
SACIDB and Riverina Citrus

• VFF consultation concerning MDBA plan
 Chinese delegation dinner Mildura

• Correspondence to both Vic and NSW 
Ministers re QFF outbreaks

• AQIS pre season meetings

• Hosted and presented to Bhutan citrus 
industry delegation

• Grower Consultation meetings in 
Barham and Mildura

• CAL Regional Forum Mildura.

• Domestic Quarantine & Market Access 
Group re Australian Pesticides and 
Veterinary Medicine Association (APVMA)

Hugh Flett
CEO, MVCB

• Sunraysia Pest Free Area meetings

• National orange promotion meetings

• Flood Recovery meetings

• Consultation concerning ICA 56 with 
Vic DPI and I&I NSW

• Australia - New Zealand bilateral meetings

• Exceptional circumstances funding 
meetings

• Budget and Operational Plan meetings 
with Finance Committee and Promotions 
Committee. Mailouts to all growers.

Activities of the MVCB June 2011 Quarter

IDO Activities

CEO/Board Activities



Chief Executive’s Report

The MVCB and other commodity groups 
have spent a great deal of time working 
with the Department of Primary Industries, 
Victoria, to ascertain the best way to 
approach the spring and summer period 
in order to achieve complete eradication 
of Qfly within the Sunraysia PFA. There 
can be problems with some eradication 
treatments in some commodities. 
Withholding periods and residue levels 
can impact on the treatment options and 
timing of treatment.  

With the number of fly detections being 
experienced outside the 1.5km radius of 
outbreaks being so high this season, it is 
clear that a different approach will be 
needed when spring and summer approaches.  
It is going to require a whole of industry 
effort, supported by the relevant state 
departments of primary industry, to tackle 
this issue of eradication so that the 
Sunraysia PFA can once again say it is 

A series of three citrus BBQ breakfasts and 
farm walks featuring on-farm trials, have 
been held during May and June. These farm 
walks presented preliminary results of a 
variety of on-farm trials that have been 
conducted on citrus properties in Sunraysia. 
Harvest data will be collected and presented 
at a future forum, however, this has been 
an excellent opportunity for growers to see 
the effects of the treatments on the trees. 

The trials have been examining:
• Corasil - a new fruit sizing spray
• Ralex - a flower manipulation spray

• Ethrel - a fruit thinning spray
• Summer pruning of late Navels
• Ground applied and foliar applied 
 Potassium
• Brotomax - an organic nutrient that helps 
 promote vegetative growth of young trees
• Kaolin Clay - a spray to reduce heat stress 
 and evapotranspiration in plant leaves

The next issue of Citrep will have more 
information on these trials. They have been 
funded by the MVCB and Horticulture 
Australia.

At the time of writing this report there were 
32 declared outbreaks in both NSW and 
Victoria, with some in areas that had never 
seen fly detections previously. Outbreak 
conditions impose significant costs to 
growers for fruit to be treated before 
or during shipping to market. Whilst fly 
detections are on the decline as we enter 
the cooler months, we will face the issue 
of eradication measures again when the 
spring and summer period approaches.

Whilst Qfly protocols are the same in NSW, 
SA and Victoria, eradication measures 
employed by the respective state departments 
of primary industry can vary, with Victoria 
providing more assistance in the area of 
eradication and treatment of properties 
at the epicentre and surrounding 1.5km 
radius. We would prefer to see a common 
approach applied and preferably one that 
mirrors Victoria’s response.

Hugh Flett

Queensland Fruit Fly
As all Murray Valley citrus growers would be well aware, this season has seen an unprecedented 
number of Queensland Fruit Fly outbreaks spread across the whole of the Sunraysia Pest Free Area. 
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Field Trials Farm Walks

Pest Free and Proud. The mechanics of 
this effort are still being worked through 
amongst industry and both local and 
state government representatives. It goes 
without saying that it will also need the 
support and a concerted effort by 
landholders, regardless of whether they 
are commercial growers or residential 
dwellers, to achieve eradication.

Any failure to achieve eradication places 
the future of domestic and export markets 
in jeopardy.  Citrus is one of the mainstays 
of the Murray Valley region and represents 
over $50M in farm gate value and over 
$500m in retail value. We export 50% to 
destinations around the world. It is critical 
to protect this industry and therefore the 
economy of the region.

Hugh Flett
CEO, MVCB

David Stevens, a participant in the 
recent Field Trials Farm Walks.



I attended The Age Harvest Picnic at 
Hanging Rock on Sunday, 27 February, 
2011 and came away encouraged by the 
promotional opportunities I observed.

The event is held in a unique, picturesque 
setting attracting a 10,000 strong crowd 
with around 100 companies displaying 
Victorian produce. Service Clubs and 
Regional Information Centres are also 
involved and the function draws busloads 
of people from Melbourne. Many also came 
from regional places including Horsham, 
Bendigo and Wycheproof.

Hanging Rock itself is a long-extinct 
volcano that rises 105 metres on the 
surrounding plain. Its history is full of 
mystery and it provides an interesting 
backdrop to the Harvest Picnic venue.

The MVCB’s display pavilion was located 
in a prime, central position that reflected 
the organisers’ regard for the Board and its 
involvement in promoting the citrus industry 
at the event over a long period of time.

Setting up commenced on the Saturday 
afternoon with the event concluding at 6pm 
on the Sunday, following an 8am start.

Mary Cannard, IDO, MVCB explained the 
considerable amount of planning required 
prior to the actual day. “The Packing Sheds 
have been very supportive. Simfresh, 
through the courtesy of Mario Simonetta, 
provided juicing fruit, Mansell Farms 
donated pink grapefruit, Border Packers 
via Rod Barrington provided Goldfruit and 
Tony McCarten supplied blood oranges 
for juice. The MVCB acknowledges their 
support with gratitude.”

I served as the CEO of the Sunraysia 
Development Corporation (SDC) for a 
four-year period. Whenever trade 
delegations visited, I made a point of 
taking the participants to actual farms 
rather than Boardrooms, offices and the 
inevitable power-point presentations.

Growers are their own best sales people. 
Pride in their farms and produce quickly 
becomes apparent and is readily 

communicated to those in attendance.
The fact that they actually grow the 
product is the key selling point and adds 
great credibility to the exercise.

Many growers came to realise how good 
they were in this regard and actually 
enjoyed the experience. Modelled and 
operating on the same philosophy, it is also 
no wonder that grower supported Farmers’ 
Markets are proving to be so popular. 
Participation in these and events like 
Hanging Rock are increasingly important 
in growing the domestic market share for 
primary industry products.

It was in the context of my SDC experience 
that I went to Hanging Rock to form my 
own opinions through personalised 
discussion and observation and to compile 
an independent report of the event. 

Nothing has changed. Provide an 
opportunity for the grower to talk about 
his or her product and nobody does it with 
the same honesty, practical knowledge and 
passion that the grower displays.
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The MVCB’s promotional stand won The Age Harvest Picnic at Hanging Rock Award of 
Excellence in late February. To win the top award at this prestigious and competitive event 
is a fitting result for a job well done by those concerned.

MVCB Promotion Wins Top Award 



To me, it comes down to growers knowing 
and having genuine pride in their vocation, 
realising that others do want to know and 
being prepared to go to the consumer with 
confidence. This can become a potent recipe 
for success, but it requires commitment 
and drive.

Some other observations:

• People congregating in large numbers 
(a captive audience) provide an assured 
promotional opportunity. Creating a 
positive and respected industry profile 
is important and maintaining this status 
will always cost money, time and 
resources. There are no short cuts.

• For understandable reasons the current 
fascination of consumers is with the 
blood orange. This point of difference 
with other produce has the potential to 
be a compelling promotional/marketing 
tool and should be further developed.

• Remarkably, many youngsters tried, and 
enjoyed, both Ruby Red and Goldfruit 
white-fleshed grapefruit, despite initial 
negative vibes from parents remembering 
‘sour’ grapefruit from yesteryear. The 
young often prevailed upon, or inspired 
their parents to try grapefruit, usually 
with positive reactions.

• The event caters for people of all ages. 
The reaction of the younger patrons was 
worth noting, as they are the next wave 
of consumers. Their responses registered 
immediately, and this had a direct and 
positive impact on their parents who 
viewed first hand the satisfaction that 
the product gave their offspring. The 
potential is there to make the younger 
generation a specifically targeted market.

• Apart from the large and diverse crowd 
in attendance, the location of the MVCB’s 
tent beside the stage was a real bonus. 
A variety of non-stop entertainment 
was provided and a large gathering was 
consistently guaranteed. The audience 
had easy access to the citrus tastings 
and sale facilities. This meant that the 
stall helpers were in constant demand.

• Responses from consumers highlighted 
what participating growers have 
experienced at other citrus promotions. 
Basically, consumers want to know 
about the products and they readily 
communicate this need. They value the 
direct contact and the information that 
flows from this. Many readily identify 
their lack of knowledge. There were 
many complimentary remarks made with 
regard to the MVCB stall, particularly in 
the personalised manner in which the 
assistants presented the tastings and 
provided information to the public.

In my individual discussions with each of 
the MVCB’s team of helpers, the following 
general points emerged:

• There was value in the staff getting 
together with Board members and 
growers in a team structure, but also 
in a more informal work situation.

• In essence, this was another example 
of bringing the bush to the city. Many 
Melburnians are looking for reasons to 
have meaningful excursions and were 
very interested in talking to practical 
people about how the industry works.  

• These events are about opportunities to 
inform and educate the public. (Valencia 
greening is a current example where 
there is a lack of understanding and of 
widely distributed information.)

• Public admission to the event was not 
cheap ($25:00). There were very few 
handouts from other stallholders. It was 
essential that consumers sampled the 
citrus varieties on offer and they 
responded enthusiastically to the free 
tasting of blood oranges, pink grapefruit, 
Goldfruit and Valencia juice. This was 
a major crowd-puller that facilitated 
direct discussion between grower and 
consumer.
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This spread left-right:
1. Barb and David Goldup preparing fruit.  2. Keith Richards, Eric Wright and Jan Richards surveying the stalls.  

3. Kerryn Wright (serving) with Barb & David Goldup and Tony Bothroyd in the background.

MVCB Promotion Wins Top Award 
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and the enthusiasm of Eric and Kerryn 
Wright was readily communicated 
throughout.

In conclusion, Chairman Jan Denham, 
Robert Ridgwell, David and Barbara Goldup, 
Keith and Jan Richards, Eric and Kerryn 
Wright, Mary Cannard and Tony Bothroyd 
were all involved with the shared purpose 
of working in the best interests of the 
growers. It was a considerable commitment, 
but all gained satisfaction from it. They 
worked as a team throughout doing a 
necessary and worthwhile job. (It wasn’t 
mentioned, but I am sure they would have 
welcomed more assistance from growers, 
as sufficient staff would ease the constant 
supervision that was necessary.) 

I commend them for their endeavours and 
look forward to participating in similar 
events in the future. At the pack-up on 
Sunday night, Tony Bothroyd, Field Officer 
MVCB made the following comment: “ The 
exercise was very worthwhile. We reached 
a lot of people today.” This said it all as far 
as I was concerned. Winning awards such 
as this does not just happen and should 
not be taken for granted.

E. Warhurst
Compiler

MVCB Promotion Wins Top Award  Cont’d from page 5...

• The event provided a good connection 
with the public in general. It was also 
an opportunity to look for potential 
multipliers. Consumer education was 
at the core of the endeavours, and the 
demographics relative to consumer 
attendance would be of interest in 
comparison with this and similar 
promotional opportunities, eg Werribee.

• Clearly, more needs to be done in 
developing effective information and 
promotional strategies for citrus 
consumption. The community in general 
is not in a position to educate itself in 
this regard. The capacity to taste the 
fruit is the necessary practical ingredient 
and this remains a strength of industry 
attendance at venues like Hanging Rock.

This, together with direct contact by the 
grower with potential customers, does 
work and could be accurately assessed 
against the other forms of promotion 
that are currently in play.

• The involvement of Go Just Nuts with 
the MVCB stand is a good mix. It adds 
interest and another dimension to the 
overall presentation and widens the 
produce base. Genuine camaraderie 
exists between the players of both teams 

The proposed budget for 2011/12 
once again focuses strongly on 
service to growers. 56% of the 
budget is directed to grower services, 
with 26% related to our industry 
and 18% on the organization.

Sadly, Tony Filippi has resigned from 
the Board due to work commitments. 
Tony has served the MVCB as an 
IDO as well as a Board member. He 
has shown a strong commitment to 
the Board as well as to the Murray 
Valley citrus industry, which he will 
continue to do through his role with 
the MFC.

The Board thanks Tony for his 
commitment to our regional citrus 
industry.

The Board will be focussing on 
working with both the Victorian 
and NSW Departments of Primary 
Industry over the winter months to 
ensure that there are robust and 
effective systems in place to make 
the PFA once again fruit fly free.

Jan Denham
Chairman, MVCB

Chairman’s Report 
Cont’d from Page 1...

Robert Ridgwell and MVCB Chairman, Jan Denham.
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The Current MVCB and Committee Structure

Committee Structure 
 
Finance, Audit and Legal Committee:
Keith Richards, Jan Denham, Trevor Radloff, 
Tony Fay, Hugh Flett
 

Market, Export and Promotions 
Committee:
Keith Richards, Paula Gordon, Peter Morrish, 
Hugh Flett

Best Practise and IDO Steering 
Committee:
Paula Gordon, Trevor Radloff, Jeremy Giddings, 
Alison MacGregor, Hugh Flett plus industry 
members Michael Treeby, Glen Goldup and 
David Madge.

Board Members
 
Front Row:

Paula Gordon

Jan Denham
Chairman

Trevor Radloff
Deputy Chair

Alison MacGregor

 
Inset:

Jeremy Giddings 
I&I NSW Representative

 
Back Row:

Tony Filippi
(Has since resigned)

Peter Morrish

Keith Richards

Tony Fay 
DPI Vic Representative
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Auscitrus and Its Function

Auscitrus, an Australian citrus industry 
organisation, is a ‘not for profit’ incorporated 
association which enjoys exemption from 
income tax because of the nature of its 
industry service. The business now operated 
by Auscitrus goes back more than 80 years. 

Auscitrus supplies rootstock seed and 
most of the budwood of public varieties 
and an increasing number of the private 
varieties to citrus nurserymen and growers 
throughout Australia.

“The great benefit of this budwood is its 
high health status and its trueness to type. 
Growers have taken a lot of this for granted, 
but recent experience of Citrus Canker in 
Queensland in 2004, has highlighted the 
enormous financial and physical cost of 

Michael’s long-time support for Auscitrus 
is also worthy of particular note as the 
organisation has established itself as a 
vital contributor to the sustainability of 
the citrus industry.

“Our citrus industry in Australia is very 
fortunate to have such a high quality, 
national budwood and rootstock seed supply 
scheme in the form of Auscitrus. It is one 
of the best in the world,” Michael Keenan 
stated. He was looking back on his almost 
20 years on the general committee, 
including the last 10 years on the executive 
committee of the Australian Citrus 
Propagation Association, Inc. trading 
and known nationally as Auscitrus. As a 
consequence, the following article reflects 
Michael’s involvement and keen interest 
in the on-going development of a healthy 
industry. 
  

avoiding correct quarantine procedures 
and not using healthy budwood sources.

The threat of Huang Long Bing (HLB) 
commonly called Citrus Greening is very 
real to Australia. It is widespread in 
countries immediately north of Australia 
and many other parts of the world, 
including the USA. 

Auscitrus’s budwood and rootstock trees 
are inspected annually and tested at the 
Industry & Investment NSW’s Agricultural 
Research Institute near Camden, NSW for 
various viruses (Tristeza, Psorosis, Cachexia, 
Tatterleaf, Leaf Blotch) and viroids, (Exocortis) 
on a regular basis (1,3 or 10 year intervals).

There are more than 100 public varieties 
and quite a few private varieties, with 
long- term average annual sales of 650,000.  
Private varieties are less than 10% but 
increasing in importance for the future of 
our industry. Strongest support for budwood 
sales comes from nurseries in Sunraysia, 
Queensland and the NSW Coast and to a 
lesser extent, the SA Riverland and WA.

The most exciting development for 
Auscitrus was the purchase of its own 

The MVCB congratulates Michael Keenan on being awarded the Order 
of Australia Medal (OAM) for his dedicated service to the citrus industry 
and the community in the New Year’s Honours List. Clearly an 
acknowledgement that is thoroughly deserved.

Newsletter of the Murray Valley Citrus Board

Michael Keenan’s Dedicated Service to the Citrus Industry
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1991 until the merger. He was also the 
SDCCS committee member on ACPA from 
its formation until late 2009.

“My interest in becoming part of Auscitrus 
and its earlier organisation goes back a 
long way to the extensive involvement of 
my father, Edgar Keenan, in the regional 
and the national citrus industry. The Keenan 
clone of Valencia variety was the public 
budline available through the HPS from 
the late 1940’s or early 1950’s and became 
part of the planting of the first Budwood 
Mother Block on the Dareton Research 
Station in 1967.

I recall as a young teenager, many NSW 
Department of Agriculture officers visiting 
my parents’ orchard in Coomealla, initially 
inspecting seven Newton Valencia orange 
plantings on P. trifoliata rootstock, planted 
in 1934. These trees were observed and 
later tested to be free of Citrus Tristeza 
Virus. The two best trees became part of 
the budwood scheme. Over the years the 
budline produced hundreds of thousands 
of buds for the Australian citrus industry.
This kindled my interest in the selection 
of superior performing clones of our main 
varieties and, subsequently, the selection 

of new varieties for Australia and overseas. 
Together with an interest and involvement 
in research and development, it gave me 
an early awareness of new developments 
in our industry over this long period. I have 
implemented many of these, with some 
varieties not succeeding due to production 
or marketing difficulties.

Another major benefit has been knowing 
many of the fine and dedicated people 
contributing to, or leading our citrus 
industry over the past 50-60 years. As such, 
our industry in Sunraysia and the Murray 
Valley and indeed, Australia has been very 
fortunate over these many years.”

Auscitrus Today

“Auscitrus facilities in River Road, 
Coomealla, have been fully operational 
for the past year or so. Management will 
continue to add trees both on rootstock 
seed plantings and in the budwood 
plantings in the polyhouse, screen houses 
and in the field. The major budwood and 
seed supply will continue to come from 

site of 32ha. on River Road, Coomealla, in 
2005. This crown land had been leased by 
the CSIRO as its Coomealla Field Station 
until 1995. The development of this facility 
under the excellent management of Tim 
Herrmann and the Executive Committee 
chaired by Mike Arnold provides a 
world-class industry facility and service.

Many overseas researchers, citrus 
industry leaders and growers have been 
very complimentary about this recent 
development. There continues to be a 
close operational communication with 
other major overseas citrus propagation 
facilities,” Michael commented.

Michael also said that one of the major 
outcomes of a Citrus Crop Improvement 
Forum in 1998 was to combine the 
operations of the Australian Citrus 
Propagation Association (ACPA) and the 
Australian Citrus Improvement Association 
within the ACPA and trade under the 
registered trademark Auscitrus from 
1 July, 2001. 

Michael was the Sunraysia District Citrus 
Co-operative Society’s (SDCCS) committee 
member on ACIA from its formation in 

This spread left-right
1. Tim Herrmann, Manager of Auscitrus, and Michael in front of Rootstock Seed field plantings at the 

Coomealla site of Auscitrus.  2. Michael Keenan holding a Cara Cara Red Navel, Coomealla NSW.  3. Michael and 
Cynthia Keenan at his OAM Investiture in Sydney, by the Governor of NSW, Professor Marie Bashir AC, CVO.

Cont’d page 10...

Newsletter of the Newsletter of the Newsletter of the 

Michael Keenan’s Dedicated Service to the Citrus Industry
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the Dareton Primary Industries Institute 
site for a good number of years. Budwood 
also comes from Monash in SA. It is all cut 
by Auscitrus staff, to ensure security and 
accuracy,” Michael said. 

FUTURE PLANS

Certification

Michael Keenan informs us that Auscitrus 
has planned, in conjunction with the 
nursery industry over the last five to six 
years, to move towards accreditation 
or certification to give authenticity and 
confidence to growers and retailers in 
purchasing young trees as well as an 
auditable quality assurance scheme.

“Trialing with several nurseries has occurred 
in the past couple of years. An Australian 
Citrus Nursery Certification Scheme has 
been prepared and circulated to the 
nurserymen and industry. It is hoped to 
have this in place later this year, 2011. 
It does not identify tree quality standards, 
which the buyer must assess. However, the 
Nursery Industry Accreditation Scheme, 
adopted by many nurserymen, would 
address this issue.”

Budwood and Rootstock Seed

“Auscitrus will continue to propagate more 
of the new varieties as well as the more 
traditional varieties in high demand. This 
requires some intelligent guesswork in 
determining how many budwood trees will 
be required for rapid multiplication or field 
planting.

propagated on selected rootstocks and 
grafted on to established trees to provide 
some horticultural evaluation under 
Australian or Sunraysian conditions.”

Michael further commented that quite 
a few of the importations had been 
disappointing after performing well in 
other countries. “Some horticultural 
production techniques are also identified 
to better inform growers and retailers of 
the prospects of new varieties. The strong 
liaison between this program, Auscitrus 
and PBR and owners/managers will 
hopefully continue and strengthen, with 
strong support from Citrus Australia Ltd.” 

Overseas Budwood Multiplication 
Schemes

“There has been increased liaison 
between overseas budwood and rootstock 
multiplication schemes, especially since 
Pat Barclay’s involvement, and now, more 
strongly with Tim Herrmann, EC Chairman 
Mike Arnold, and members Wayne Parr and 
Steve Burdette. Many overseas researchers, 
growers and budwood personnel have 
visited Australia in recent times. Their 
itinerary has included Auscitrus’s new 
Coomealla site. This interaction has been 
to mutual benefit.

All have been very complimentary on 
Auscitrus’s service to the Australian citrus 
industry, its new world-class Coomealla 
facilities and the quality management.

We have a huge amount to be proud of, 
and I hope the whole of the Australian 
industry uses it and appreciates what has 
been done by so many people from its 
humble beginnings over 80 years ago,” 
Michael Keenan concluded.

In a similar manner, Michael and his family 
can remain proud of their contribution 
to the citrus industry over many years. 
A commitment that has now been justly 
recognised.

E. Warhurst
Compiler

Probably only 5 to 10 of the 80 plus 
imported or locally developed varieties have 
moved to substantial commercial plantings. 
Demand can vary from 0 to 50,000 buds in 
an initial year for new varieties. Likewise, 
it can also be risky for the citrus nurseryman 
and, of course, the growers.”

Michael indicated that there would be an 
increasing focus from growers, as opposed 
to retailers, towards planting private 
varieties. These will continue to be managed 
by owners or managers of Plant Breeders 
Rights varieties. In his opinion, the whole 
of the citrus industry should be using 
propagation material from Auscitrus.

“The cost of certified seed or budwood 
is so minor in the cost of establishing an 
orchard to the point of production, or even 
in the first year, however, so costly if there 
is an error or disease factor discovered 
either early or later”, Michael stated.

Evaluation

“Graeme Sanderson, of the Dareton 
Primary Industries Institute, continues 
to lead this project, conducted for many 
years through Auscitrus, but now directed 
through Industry and Investment NSW. 
Graeme and researchers from other 
agencies have conducted evaluation trials, 
particularly of newer public varieties, 
at numerous sites throughout Australia. 
However, with the limitation of funds and 
resources, most of this is now conducted 
by Graeme, and mainly at Dareton.

Newly imported varieties, both private 
and public, once out of quarantine are 

Mike Arnold, Chairman of Auscitrus (L), Michael, Ben Swane, 
Exec Committee member of Auscitrus (R) in front of Rapid Multiplication 
Budwood trees in the poly shadehouse at the Coomealla site of Auscitrus.

Michael Keenan’s Dedicated Service to the Citrus Industry  Cont’d from page 9...
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Government Strategy

The Australian Federal Government has 
indicated its commitment to reducing 
Australia’s net emissions of greenhouse 
gases, and is aiming to have legislation in 
place to achieve that reduction. The policy 
options available to achieve this reduction 
range from a tax on emissions through 
to an emissions trading scheme. There 
is a lively debate going on in the media 
at present about the most appropriate 
approach the Government should take.

The Government’s strategy to reduce 
Australia’s GHG emissions includes the 
capture and storage of carbon dioxide in 
geological (i.e. rock formations) or biological 
(i.e. plants) systems. The Government is 
developing the framework for how this 
will work.  But the citrus industry needs to 
be aware of what the government has in 
mind to see what the implications might 
be for the industry as a whole and for 
individual producers.  

Carbon Sequestration

As mentioned above, part of the 
Government’s strategy is to offset the 
release of CO2 by encouraging the removal 
of CO2 from the atmosphere using biological 
and geological processes and preventing 
that carbon from being released back into 
the atmosphere. This is termed ‘sequestration’. 
Industries whose activities result in the 
release of GHG would look at purchasing 
‘sequestration services’ from ‘sequestration 
providers’ as a means of cost effectively 
meeting mandated net reductions, or pay 
a tax on emissions. Another way to think 
of this is that “polluters” may find it cheaper 
to offset their emissions by paying someone 
else to sequester CO2 on their behalf.
The Government has developed the 
National Carbon Offset Standard , which 
has a number of definitions and rules 
summarised below. 

Rising carbon dioxide (CO2) levels in the atmosphere are thought to be the cause of long-term 
climate change; this is known as the “greenhouse effect”. Collectively, gases that contribute 
to the greenhouse effect are called “greenhouse gases” (GHG), but CO2 is the major GHG of 
concern. The rise in atmospheric CO2 levels has been attributed to human activity, particularly 
the burning of fossil fuels in the last 200 years.  

Climate Change and Carbon Sequestration 

Probably the two most important rules 
are the requirements that (1) any CO2 
sequestered must be additional to 
the amount of CO2 removed from the 
atmosphere in the normal course of 
events, and (2) that the CO2 sequestered 
must be stored for at least 100 years.  
Both these rules will affect what processes 
are used to sequester CO2.

The measuring, transparency and proof 
requirements vouch for the Government’s 
aim of ensuring real reductions in CO2 
emissions.

Australian agriculture - collectively - could 
potentially be a major player in the provision 
of sequestration services to those industries 
seeking to offset their GHG emissions. 
Recognising this, late last year the 
Government released a consultation paper 
setting out proposals for how agriculture 
could be involved in the provision of CO2 
sequestration services in the future.  

An important feature of that consultation 
paper is the introduction of the term 
of “aggregation”, which is the idea that 
many small providers of sequestration 
services could collectively provide a large 
sequestration service. This could be of 
benefit to many horticultural industries, 
including the citrus industry, where there 
are many producers whose participation 
in a future sequestration service industry 
may not be warranted on an individual 
producer basis. Large operations may 
decide that providing sequestration 
services in their own right is attractive.
This is the first in a series of articles 
addressing carbon sequestration. The next 
article will discuss the viability of offering 
sequestration services based on growing 
citrus trees.  

Michael Treeby
Industry & Investment NSW, 
Dareton NSW 2717

National Carbon Offset Standard definitions and rules.

Definitions

Rules

carbon offset

carbon sink

permanence

sequestration

additional
permanent
measurable

transparent
verifiable
independently 
audited
registration

Decrease in GHG emissions, or enhancement of GHG removal by 
sinks compared with business-as-usual
Natural or man-made reservoir that accumulates and stores 
carbon for an indefinite period
Carbon stored or sequestered not to be released into the 
atmosphere in the future 
Removal of atmospheric CO2 through biological or geological 
processes
Greater CO2 removal than would normally be the case
At least 100 years
Able to be quantified, & implies solid knowledge of how much 
carbon was stored before any sequestration
Process is real and understood
Must be able to prove claimed levels of sequestration  
Claimed sequestration must be checked by independent 3rd 
party auditors
Sequestration providers must be registered to participate in the 
market

1  http://www.climatechange.gov.au/government/initiatives/~/media/publications/carbon-accounting/revised-NCOS-standard-pdf.ashx
2 Design of the Carbon Farming Initiative. Consultation Paper. Department of Climate Change and Energy Efficiency. 2010.
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Some recent observations have been:

• The relatively high crop load is resulting 
in a reasonable water demand by trees, 
meaning irrigation frequencies will need 
to remain fairly high through May into 
early June to enable fruit size to reach 
its potential.

• The wet summer has created significant 
variations in the level of subsoil moisture 
throughout the district. This has a serious 
effect on appropriate irrigation schedules 
(see March 2011 Citrep, issue #64).

• These variations have created the need 
for leaching irrigations to remove salt 
in some areas, and not in others. Soil 
salinity sampling is recommended in 
this situation. It may be best to avoid 

I regret to inform the levy paying growers 
of the Murray Valley Citrus Region, that 
I have resigned as a Director on the MVCB 
following the Board meeting on May 10, 
2011.

My reasons for resignation were centred 
on being unable to carry out the role 
of Director to the level expected of a 
government appointee. 

Back in June 2008, I was appointed to 
the Board under the skills category of 
production and marketing. I thought it 
necessary to have a major player in the 
region to provide feedback, communication 
and focus in representing the growers’ 
interests in terms of adopting best practice 

applying leaching irrigations unless 
absolutely necessary.

• Drainage systems which have not been 
tested for many seasons may now need 
some attention.

• In locations which experienced 
significant rainfall, some root diseases 
have been observed.

Soil moisture monitoring is undoubtedly a 
major advantage to irrigators this season. 
Without adequate soil moisture monitoring, 
irrigators will not be able to balance the 
relatively high irrigation demand created 
by a heavy crop, and avoid enhancing 
possible disease damage due to excessive 
irrigation. The possible need to irrigate 
for frost control can further complicate 
decision making.

and advocating in the political arena. 
And, importantly, to see growers remain 
profitable and sustainable on farm.

For the three years I have been your 
representative, that has been my total 
focus and I leave satisfied with what we, 
as a Board, have achieved during this 
period. But since my appointment in 2008, 
my role at MFC has changed and my duties 
at Grower Services have become more 
demanding in terms of time and resources, 
to the point where a decision had to be 
made.

It would be remiss of me not to thank 
people who have assisted me and 
contributed to the successful function 

Conditions this season are creating challenges for many citrus growers in the Murray Valley.

Early Winter Irrigation Management

Notice of Board Member Tony Filippi’s Resignation

Jeremy Giddings

As a result irrigation management from 
autumn and into early winter will be 
very site specific. The more information 
growers have access to the better; soil 
moisture monitoring is a major element 
of this.

Jeremy Giddings
Irrigation Officer, Industry & 
Investment NSW, Primary Industries

of the Board. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
working alongside a committed and 
professional team headed by Chairman, 
Jan Denham, and under the guidance of 
excellent CEO’s in John Tesoriero and later 
Hugh Flett. I am sure they will continue in 
the same vein, which is serving the best 
interests of growers within the Murray 
Valley Region.

Tony Filippi, 
Mildura Fruit Company Grower 
Services Representative
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Tony Bothroyd, Field Officer, MVCB, and Mary Cannard, Industry Development Officer, have 
been travelling across the district from Ellerslie through to Barham, working hard gathering 
fruit density counts and sizing data to provide Murray Valley citrus producers with an 
accurate crop forecast this season.

MVCB Crop Forecast 2011/12

Based on fruit density counts, fruit size and 
growth rate measurements taken during 
January, February and March it is estimated 
that Sunraysia’s total citrus crop will be 
145,291 tonnes this season. The table 
below shows the breakdown of tonnages 
for each citrus category.

Total Crop Forecast

This season’s Navel crop will be 88,632 
tonnes. Last year actual Navel production 
totalled 62,778 tonnes based on levies paid. 
While the increase in tonnage is across 

the board in all Navels, late season Navels 
are showing the largest increase of 
approximately 42%. This is due to heavier 
density counts on all Navels after last 
year’s small crop of large fruit.  

Sixty pieces of fruit at each crop forecast 
site have been examined to ascertain rind 
quality and packing potential, using the 
Riversun quality parameters. Overall skin 
quality is good with no substantial wind 
or pest damage. Tony notes that he has 
seen an increase in Californian Red Scale 
infestation compared to the last few 
seasons. Juice content is high and eating 
quality will be excellent this year. Size 
is slightly smaller than average when 
compared to the long term growth rates, 
with a range of sizes on the tree.  

Early Season Navels  21,484 tonnes 
Mid Season Navels  20,169 tonnes
Late Season Navels  46,979 tonnes 
Total Navel Crop  88,632 tonnes

The Valencia forecast of 36,379 tonnes 
is a 65% increase on last season’s crop 
of 22,000 tonnes (harvest to date) and 
is based on a harvest date of September/
October 2011. However, it must be noted 
that the crop volume will increase as fruit 
size increases when harvested into late 
2011 and early 2012. Skin quality again 
looks excellent.

The Mandarin forecast has been divided 
into Afourer and all other Mandarins, as 
there is a large increase in the number of 
Afourer Mandarins being planted in this 
region. Again Mandarins are having an 
‘on’ year with 3,421 tonnes of Afourers 
and 10,288 tonnes of other Mandarins set 
to hit the markets this season.  

Tangelo plantings have been declining in 
the past two years, however, this season’s 
forecast shows 2,507 tonnes will be 
harvested, double that which was on 
the trees last season. Density counts are 
significantly higher this season, averaging 
5.1 fruit per frame count.

Grapefruit are the only citrus category 
showing a decrease in the tonnages 
expected to be harvested this season. 
The 2011/12 grapefruit forecast is 
4,054 tonnes, a 28% decrease on last 
season’s forecast figure of 5,648 tonnes. 
Overall, grapefruit plantings have slightly 
decreased due to a reduction in white 
grapefruit plantings, as red grapefruit 
plantings have increased.

The Murray Valley crop forecast is produced 
by the MVCB and is fully funded by grower 
levies. Please ring the Board’s office if you 
require any other information, or a copy of 
the crop forecast booklet.

Citrus Category 2011/12 Tonnage
Navel    88,632
Valencia   36,379
Mandarin  10,288
Afourer   3,431
Tangelo   2,507
Grapefruit  4,054
Total    145,291
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Harvest has now commenced and issues 
such as the US exchange rate, additional 
compliance costs due to Fruit Fly treatment 
and small fruit size will all impact on 
returns. SCG strongly encourages growers 
to work closely with their packers to ensure 
they achieve maximum returns for their 
fruit.  Strategies such as size picking, 
careful harvest timing and patch evaluation 
must all be discussed with packers. All 
growers know that inferior fruit will not be 
improved with a coat of wax and sending 
it to packing sheds may result in a bill 
back to the grower.  

Sour Fruit Again!

Recent tests by Citrus Australia on maturity 
standards have shown early fruit marketed 
from our region to be well below acceptable 
standards. SCG commends Citrus Australia 
for their work on this matter, and feels 
that perhaps Government regulation and 
testing is required to ensure the new eating 
standards are maintained. Unfortunately, 
current self-regulation is not working and 
early sour citrus continues to tarnish the 
reputation of Murray Valley growers.

The “F” words (Fruit Fly)

This years climatic conditions have seen 
unprecedented trappings of Queensland 
Fruit Fly in our region. These outbreaks will 
add significant costs to production of up 
to $4/carton for treatment to meet 
protocols. SCG recently attended a meeting 
of industry leaders, organised by Mildura 
Fruit Company, to discuss the current 
outbreaks and future treatment/
management options for our region. 

The SCG Directors welcome and rely on 
direct contact from our growers to discuss 
ideas and raise concerns. The SCG email is 
scg@mvcitrus.org.au

The Directors wish you all the best for the 
coming season.

Vince DeMaria
Chairman,
Sunraysia Citrus Growers Inc.

A working group has been established 
to look at various options including 
successful South Australian practices. SCG 
is a part of this group and has already met 
twice, including a meeting with Victorian 
Agriculture Minister Peter Walsh and 
Local MP, Peter Crisp. SCG would like to 
thank the MVCB and Hugh Flett for the 
information sharing and vast work on this 
very important issue.

SCG has also written to the Minister for 
Primary Industries in NSW to state our 
dissatisfaction with the treatment of the 
Ellerslie outbreak. Unfortunately, NSW is 
lagging a long way behind Victoria and is 
significantly under resourced.

Sounds like a Plan?

Despite the record rain, the MDBA is 
continuing on their path to deliver a Basin 
Plan. There have been a few casualties 
along the way with Mike Taylor and now 
Rob Freeman resigning from their roles.  
Craig Knowles (former NSW Minister) has 
now taken over as Chair of the MDBA and 
appears to be bringing some balance back 
to the situation. One likely concession 
appears to be an expected uniform start 
in 2019. The Draft plan is expected out 
in June, however this was supposed to 
consider the yet to be released Regional 
Australia Committee review into the Social 
and Economic Impacts of the Plan. SCG 
appeared before this committee in January 
with David Stevens, Matthew Cottrell and 
myself addressing the hearing. We were 
happy with the consideration given to our 
submission and await the findings of the 
Committee.

SCG is a member of the National Irrigators 
Council (NIC) and receives weekly updates 
on the political happenings surrounding 
the plan. Any SCG member wishing 
to receive this update can do so by 
contacting Deb Scott at the SCG office.

The drought has finally broken and we are now faced with a new set of challenges including 
flooding, fungal diseases, spur throated locust and fruit fly. Unprecedented rain during the 
current growing season has tested our growers and contributed to potentially the largest crop 
we have harvested for some time.  

Sunraysia Citrus Growers Inc.
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Available through the Murray Valley Citrus Board office.

Item Name Grower Price

PUBLICATIONS       
Citrus Disease and Disorders $30.00
Citrus Growing Manual     $22.00
Drip Irrigation Book      $10.00
Good Bug Book      $44.50
CD The Good, the Bug and the Ugly    $70.00

PRODUCTS        
Citrus Peelers - Complete      $1.00
Cranston Gauge      $48.00
Hand Lens      $8.50
Citrus Sizing Rings (USA & Domestic measurments)   $25.00
Phenolphthlalein PH Indicator      $50.00

NET BAG SALES      
Grapefruit 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $220.00
Imperial 1.5 kg net bags  - per 500      $110.00
Navel 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $220.00
Valencia 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $220.00

MEETING ROOM FACILITIES
Half day Board Room hire      $55.00
Full day Board Room hire      $110.00
Half day Projector Multimedia hire      $110.00
Full day  Projector Multimedia hire      $220.00
Coffee Tea & Biscuits (per head) - Board Room hire      $2.50

CITREP NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
Black & White
1/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 85 mm)      $35.00
2/9 PAGE Landscape (125 mm x 85 mm)      $70.00
2/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 175 mm)      $70.00
4/9 PAGE Portrait (125 mm x 175 mm)      $140.00
1/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 85 mm)      $110.00
2/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 175 mm)      $200.00
FULL PAGE (190 mm x 265 mm)      $275.00

Colour
1/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 85 mm)      $80.00
2/9 PAGE Landscape (125 mm x 85 mm)      $160.00
2/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 175 mm)      $160.00
4/9 PAGE Portrait (125 mm x 175 mm)      $310.00
1/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 85 mm)      $240.00
2/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 175 mm)      $500.00
FULL PAGE (190 mm x 265 mm)      $610.00

FLYER - 1 PAGE INSERT      $300.00

As at June 2011

Murray Valley Citrus Board 
Product Price List

DISCLAIMER  No responsibility or guarantee is given or implied 
for any actions taken by individuals or groups as a result of 

information contained within this publication, and no liability 
will be accepted by the editor, or by the MVCB, for any loss 

resulting from any such use.

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this Citrep 

are not necessarily those of Murray Valley 
Citrus Board, its editor or compiler.

For further 

information about 

advertising in Citrep 

please contact the 

MVCB offi ce on 

03 5051 0500.

Advertise 

your product

or service

in the next 

issue of
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TELEPHONE 03 5024 8609
FACSIMILE 03 5024 8613
MOBILE 0409 015 142
EMAIL john@eastoes.com.au
PO Box 291 Gol Gol NSW 2738
www.ohs-australia.com.au

www.ohs-australia.com.au

www.ohs-australia.com.au


